
A Criminal Case Moves Through Federal Court 

Getting Started 
 

Run time is generally one hour. 

Roles to fill: 

Magistrate Judge Article III Judge Courtroom Deputy 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 1 Assistant U.S. Attorney 2 Defendant 

Defense Counsel 1 Defense Counsel 2 Juror #1 

Juror #5 Juror #11 Postal Inspector 

Student Witness Probation Officer  

Bold indicates minor speaking roles. 

Narrator: can be performed by the teacher. The U.S. District Court Outreach Coordinator 
can narrate if requested. 

 
Exhibits: 

1. Post Office video 
o Scene 4, Inspector direct examination 

2. Picture of mailed package (attached) 
o Scene 4, Inspector cross examination 

3. Elements of Offense (attached) 
o Scene 5, AUSA closing arguments  

4. Sentencing Table (attached) 
o Scene 7, Probation Officer sentencing recommendations  

 
Assign roles and begin simulation. 
 

Assistance 
 

A paper copy of this document and/or the Narrator Script can be mailed to an address of your 
choice if you prefer to work with physical materials. 

 

If you have questions about how to conduct the simulation, general questions about the 
process of a case moving through the Federal Court, or would like to schedule a Narrator 
from the Court, please contact the Educational Outreach Coordinator: 

Laura Barragan 
509-458-3426 
Laura_Barragan@waed.uscourts.gov  



Exhibit – Mailed Package 



Elements of Offense: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sentencing Table: 


